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PREFACE

As the governing body for Speedway Racing in Great Britain, the Speedway
Control Bureau (SCB) has a responsibility to set out the rules and regulations
of the sport and to see that they are followed. It also has a duty to
encourage and develop the sport. It is with this in mind that these guidelines
have been prepared.

Internationally, the sport is controlled by the Federation Internationale
Motorcyclime (FIM) and most of our domestic rules for speedway tracks are

based on the internationalb o dy 6 s st andar ds. |l n s ome
be a little more flexible to accommodate the sport in the multi-sport venues

which we use in this country but where there is an important difference we

have noted this.

The intention of this booklet is to provide initial guidance to prospective new
promoters, those planning new tracks and their professional advisors. Itis a
summary of the most important of the rules which govern the construction of
tracks and the organisation of meeting and contains recommendation aimed
at making the process as easy as possible.

The day to day management of the sport in this country is delegated to the
British Speedway Pr o mo t e rosiabon MBSRA) who organises and
manage the leagues and other meetings held during the season.
Membership of the BSPA and the deposit of a suitable bond are
prerequisites to the issue of a Circuit Licence and it is advisable that the
BSPA be contacted before any contractual matters are concluded with
stadium or venue or landlords.

The SCB will provide as much advice and help in the construction of the

track and facilities as we are able but, it is important that contact is made with
us on a confidential basis at the earliest opportunity.

Track Construction Guidelines

Introduction

Applying for a Licence
To obtain a Licence to open and operate a Speedway Track a prospective
Promoter will need to satisfy the SCB of the following;

a) that the track meets the required standards

b) that the Promoter understands the necessary legal aspects

c) that the Applicant is financially sound
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Furthermore membership of the BSPA will be necessary if the Applicant
plans to join any of the Speedway Leagues, which will include further
financial scrutiny.

Application should therefore be made as early as possible.

Plans and Drawings

Draft plans and drawing should be submitted to SCB that outline
approval can be given before work commences or a major financial
commitment is made. The SCB suggests that the services of an
experienced O6track mand are sought,
out the work of laying a new track.

Inspection
The cost of each Inspection is £250 (nb. The 1% Inspection Fee is free

of charge if application is being made into Elite or Premier League
racing).

Stadium | Basic Requirements

When seeking a potential new venue you will need to consider the
practicalities of laying down a track of at least 200m with room for a 2m
safety zone between the track and the spectator area. (An existing
greyhound track could serve as this neutral area.) For this you are
likely to need an area of around 150m x 60m. Additionally space will
be required for the Pits with access and parking for vehicles and
ambulances plus facilities for the public, including water and power
supplies.

Track Design and Construction

Shape
The basic requirements will be that there should be two straights of the

same length by two bends that are similar, if not identical. Some
flexibility is permitted and it is possible, for example, to widen the entry
into the first bend if this is likely to improve the standard of racing.
Other variations in shape could be considered acceptable where the
existing features of a stadium impose restrictions. Appendix A shows
the suggested relationship between straight and bends according to
length of track. These are examples only.

Size I_measurements

There is no minimum or maximum lengths of track set down in the SCB
rules although it is unlikely that a track would exceed 400m or be
shorter than 230m. (FIM standards for Speedway Tracks are a
minimum of 285m and a maximum of 400m i above which it is officially
a Long Track). The track length is measured 1m from the inside edge.

40f 21




50f21

The minimum widths must be at least 8m throughout the straights and
10m around the bends. Itis recommended a minimum of 10m straights
and 14m bends (15m if the track is more than 350m in length) these
are FIM standards.

Base

A solid base of asphalt, concrete or macadam is not recommended. A
suitable hard core base should be laid to a depth of at least 300mm.
This will need to be packed and levelled to present a relatively flat
surface on which to lay the top dressing.

Surface

Depending upon availability, cost and other factors to top surface
should be granite, shale brick granules or similar unbound material
rolled into the base ground. The granulation of the top surface should
not exceed 7mm and the depth of dressing not less than 3cm. The top
dressing should not contain any toxic materials not be treated with salt,
oil or any substance that could cause corrosion or damage health.

Banking
Banking is permitted but should be constant from the inner edge to the

safety fence. No limit is specified in the SCB rules but a maximum of
5% on the straights and 10% on the bends is suggested.

Safety Fence

Construction and Materials i _alternatives

As its name suggests, the purpose of the safety fence is to protect the
riders from injury should they fall, spectators from the risk of being
struck by machines or persons, and officials and staff involved in the
organisation. By nature, speedway will always be a dangerous sport
but it is incumbent on all involved to ensure that all practical safety
measures are taken to limit accidents and minimise the consequences.

Although other materials have been used in the past, SCB will now
expect that new safety fences will be of wire mesh construction. The
mesh must have a maximum width of 50mm and diameter of at least
3mm. PVC coated welded mesh or chain link fencing is the most
commonly used. Straining wires should be of a minimum thickness of
6mm outside diameter.

Inflatable Safety Systems (Air Fences)

These are compulsory for all newly built Tracks (excludes existing
established Stadium venues). A list of SCB permitted Inflatable Fences
Is included in the current edition of the SCB Speedway Regulations;
NB. The FIM Type B approval Fence is not acceptable.
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Standard Wire/ Weld Mesh fence

If a traditional wire fence is to be fitted it should be installed in
accordance with the drawings in Appendices B2 or B3. This will
involve either coil springing between the fence and the supporting
stanchions or a suitable crushable, energy-absorbing protection to the
stanchion itself.

There must be a minimum of 3 (three) straining wires to keep the wire
taut, and a minimum of 4 (four) if the Fence is 1.5 metres or higher.

Timber and board fences

Only in exceptional circumstances and with prior approval of the SCB
will this type of fence be permitted for new Applications.

Height

Irrespective of the type of fence selected the minimum height must be
1.2m. A higher fence (1.5m) may be required in some situations and for
banked tracks.

Openings
Gates and openings for entry to pits or machinery parking areas should

be kept to a minimum. Appendix A.1 shows the most vulnerable points
of a track and these must be avoided ad places for the location of
opening. Gate stanchions must be no higher than the height of the
fence and be protected with crushable material. Hinges and locks must
be fitted towards the outside of the stanchions or gate from in relation
to the track.

Capping, kickboard, supporting posts

Wire fences will require to be fitted with capping of a canvas, plastic or
rubber and firmly fastened, which extends at least 5cm down both
sides of the mesh.

Weld Mesh capping can be 2.5cm down both sides of the mesh.

All fences must have a ride off or kick-board at its base. It should be of
timber or similar material and a minimum of 30cm high. The sections
must overlap in the direction of racing.

Supporting posts for the fence may be of metal provided that they are
suitably protected. Posts of reinforced plastic are also approved i
these should preferably be of hollow square section and slotted into
sleeves set into the ground for ease of replacement. Proprietary
systems are available which include fitting brackets and post caps.

Armco Barriers

Armco type barriers do not live comfortably with the safety
requirements of speedway and it is likely that the only suitable
protection will be the Air Fence system described above.




Advertising
Advertising banners are only permitted on the outside (spectator side)

of wire mesh fences on the straights but are permitted on the inside
(track side) on the bends.

Neutral Zone

There must be a safety zone al least 2m wide separating the track from
spectators. This must be free of any obstacles such as lighting posts,
football 6dugout sb6, el ectrical
equipment. Greyhound starting stalls should be removed although a
hare rail, if plastic, is permissible. A barrier or wall must prevent
access by the public to this zone.

Infield

The @A Cent rskouldShe e thed same plane as the track and
clear of all obstacles unless absolutely necessary for the organisation
of a meeting. Maintenance equipment, tractors etc. must be removed
outside the track during racing so provision for parking them will need
to be made whenpl anni ng t he t r asentialobbstgckes t .
must be placed at least 4m from the inner edge. Advertising will be
restricted to portable boards which should either be inflatable or
constructed of light materials such as plywood, polystyrene, thin metal
of plastic sheets Mounted on lightweight frames.

Marking of the inner edge should preferably be with a wood or concrete
kerb no more than 75mm high and 10cm wide, bevelled if necessary to
allow machines to ride over it. (See Appendix D)

Other Facilities

Pits
1 Capacity, Construction, Facilities.
The minimum area should be 120m?, 50% of which must be covered
and weatherproof. Brick or breeze block walls with metal roof is
recommended and the whole pits area should have a concrete base
although a firm, levelled hard core base may be acceptable for
Training and Amateur tracks. (The FIM require an area equivalent
to 8m2 per rider therefore a total of 200m2 should be considered).
Ample pits lighting, (fluorescent, halogen or similar) must be
installed at all tracks where racing under floodlights will take place.
A telephone, with a visual warning such as a flashing light, for
contact with the referee and start line is also required. A 2-minute
Warning Light and Siren (or similar) is required as is a supply of
Drinking water and a Toilet block.
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1 Inspection Area
A motorcycle inspection area of 10m2, similarly weatherproofed, in
or immediately adjacent to the pits; can also be a tyre-fitting bay.

1 Cleaning and waste disposal

Oil is collected in the pits and portable receptacles must be provided
that comply with current environment rules as will arrangements for
the disposal of all waste. No cleaning of motorcycles should be
permitted unless suitable drainage facilities including separators are
constructed. A drawing (Appendix C) shows a suggested layout.

Signal lights

A minimum of 7 (seven) red stop lights (more if the track length
exceeds 250m), t wo-nfilhausgheiond i gkt er,
in front of and behind the start line, and four coloured exclusion

lights will be needed all of which MUST be wired.

1 Location in relation to track

Stop Lights need to be placed around the track at a height (between
1.5m & 2m is suggested) being to riders and officials. They can be
placed in the Neutral Zone on separate plastic poles approximately
1m from the Safety Fence which will allow them to collapse if struck.
One green start light needs to be visible to the riders at around 20m
ahead of the start line, and at a height of no more then 2m. A
further green light for the Start Marshall to see should be located
behind the start line.

The exclusion lights can be located at any point which is visible to
the Riders, Start Marshall and spectators except that it should not be
within the neutral zone unless mounted above the track. A 2-minute
light can also be fitted at the same point with another in the pits.

1 Safety, Visibility

All signal light fittings must be constructed in a way so as not to
cause injury if struck. Fittings should not be rigid and should be
easily dislodged in the event of an accident. If there are hoods fitted
they should be of rubber or similar material. Light mountings in the
neutral zone need to be flexible to collapse in the direction of racing
as described above. It is obviously important that lights are clearly
visible to competitors and officials and, to lesser extent, the
spectators. High intensity bulbs should be used and can be flashing
or rotating to draw the attention. This is particularly important where
daylight meetings will be held.

An audible warning is needed for the red stop lights which can be
heard by the chief / start flag marshal.
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Starting Gate (Hard Wired)

This should be located in the middle of the straight and never less
than 35m from the first bend. Posts can be of timber or metal
material mounted vertically, one outside the safety fence, the other
on the infield but as far as is practicable from the inner edge. They
should incorporate sliders to carry two or three tapes with elastic
cord over a pulley to an upper height of about 3m and the lowermost
height of 50-60cm. Operation should be through an electro magnet
or solenoid mechanism and must be under the sole control of the
Referee. The tapes themselves must be of cotton or similar fabric,
white or light in colour to contrast with the track surface. Plastic or
other strong materials that might cause injury are not permitted nor
may metal hooks or clips be attached to the tapes themselves.

Medical facilities

Advice regarding Medical Facilities and the regulations concerning a
me e t i Mediéalsrequirements, it is advisable to make contact with
t he SCBOs Mseod iDc @&ndrewABlutter. As a Medical
Practitioner (Surgeon, Consultant, Doctor etc.) or a Registered
Paramedic has to be in attendance at all Meetings it may also be
appropriate to consult with those personnel as well before designing
or investing in Track Medical facilities.

A permanent First Aid room is no longer a requirement if a 2"
Ambulance is employed; the equipment now necessary at a Meeting
Is often better supplied by the Medical Team and their specialised
vehicles which also act as mobile resuscitation centres.

Nevertheless, a basic First Aid room is recommended where
possible to serve both participants and spectators; this should be
equipped with a bed, clean blankets, basic medicines, hot and cold
running water, a toilet, mains electricity.

Changing rooms

There may be up to twenty riders at a meeting and facilities should
be provided with this in mind. An area of around 100m2 should be
set aside and divided into two dressing rooms. They should be fitted
with toilet and urinals, hands basins, baths or showers (a minimum
of ten shower heads is suggested) with sufficient hot water
available. Washing and toilet facilities may be shared. Seating
must be supplied and some secure lockers if possible.
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Refereeds rostrum

As the Ref eree assumes <control of

interest to provide a room that:

9 Is aligned to the Start Line and affords an un-obstructed view (by
stand supports, spectators, lighting standards etc.) of the track

9 is positioned a minimum of 3 metres from the ground surface (the
roof of a grandstand is an ideal location if there is good access)

1 has a Control Panel (for the start gate and signal lights), a
telephone system to contact the Pits & Start Gate and a desk on
which a Computer can be used, including a power point

1 is well lit, can be heated, is capable of being locked and able to
accommodate 4 persons in comfort (Referee, Incident Recorder,
Announcer and one other); It is not acceptable for other persons
to be present, particularly the Press and Public.

Lighting

For all evening and night meetings adequate lighting to permit safe
racing must be in place. It should provide a brightness of around
900 lumens consistently around the race track.

Lighting standards or floodlighting gantries must not be within the
2m neutral zone around the track and generally are not permitted on
the infield except for temporary additional lighting when needed.

Facilities for Spectators

The SCB does not specify requirements as they are dependent
upon the level and type of activity being planned; although the views
of the Local Authorityd s E n v i r HealthemdtSafety Officers
must be adhered to. A Circuit Licence will not be issued without
formal Planning approval. Where an existing venue is being
adapted, basic facilities should already be in place; including toilets,
refreshment areas, car parking, stadium, stands and terracing.

Equipment required

Sufficient Equipment must be available and preferably at least: 2
tractors capable of carrying each of the following which are also
required: a grader, a harrow and a water bowser. Hoses may be
acceptable subject to adequate water supplies and pressure.

Track Management

It is strongly recommended that the regular maintenance of the track
Is delegated to an experienced Track Curator particularly in the first
year . A newly laid track wil!/
and requires regular and specialist attention during this period when
the Track Curator will be able to provide guidance or training to
other track staff.

a m e
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Staffing requirements

Administration

You will need to have the resources of sufficient support to
provide accounting, legal and general clerical back up as with any
busi ness. Ri gaymesntplicences) accoantng sand
banking of gate taking, VAT, telephone, fax and other office
services will be necessary to deal with the day to day operation of
the organisation.

Track Officials and Staff

For the running of meetings you will need licensed and
experienced officials for the following posts: Pits Marshal, Clerk of
Course, Announcers / Presenters, Incident Recorder, Machine
Examiner, Team Manager, Start Marshal, Environmental
Marshal, Track Curator and Training Instructor.

Additionally unlicensed Staff will be required to work as Track
Staff, Pit Staff, Start Gate Staff, Admissions Staff and Stewards
along with a full Medical Team, including a Doctor or Licensed
Paramedic.

As nearly all Speedway Teams have Riders who are under 18-
years old, all Officials and Track Staff (with effect from 1 October
2010) have a legal obligation to be vetted by the Independent
Safeguarding Authority.

Financial Requirements

In order to obtain a Circuit Licence you will need to satisfy the
SCB of your financial stability and the permanence of your
occupancy of the venue.

For League Membership, it will be necessary to be accepted by
the BSPA and the deposit of a Financial Bond is a prerequisite.
The SCB or BSPA (or both) may require sight of your accounts or
make enquires as to the suitability of a prospective Promoter.

Public Safety

11o0f21

The Safety at Sports Grounds Act 1975 defines a sports ground
a s anyiplace where sports or other competitive activities take
place in the open air and where accommodation has been
provided for spectators consisting of artificial structures or of
natural structures artificially modified for the purp o s dliis. Act
will apply to some venues where speedway takes place and its
aim is to make sure that such places are safe for spectators.
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Responsibility for this lies with the ground management at all
times but where a Local Authority has reason to believe there
may be a risk to safety they can issue a prohibition order limiting
or prohibiting spectators.

The Act also provides for the issue of safety certificates at
0desi gnat ed atgpresentnFoatball League stadiums
where more than 5000 spectators can be housed or Rugby and
Cricket grounds where more than 1000 spectators may be
accommodated.

The Fire Safety and Safety of Places of Sport Act 1987 extends
the legal requirements of the 1975 Act to provide that any stand
which holds more then 500 spectators will have to hold a safety
certificate issued by the Local Authority whatever sport is taking
place.

The Local authority will also lay down the terms and conditions to
be met to maintain the safe capacity.



Further Information

SCB - The Speedway Regulations, Competition Rules and Sporting Code.
This sets out the formal rules for tracks as well as the racing and
legal requirements. It is updated annually and is available, price
£10.00 from:

The Speedway Control Bureau

ACU Headquarters, Wood Street,

Rugby CV21 2YX

Telephone: 01788 565603

E-mail: nikki@britishspeedway.plus.com.

BSPA 1 Financial and membership criteria.
Full details of the requirements and rules of the association can be
obtained on enquiry to:
British Speedway Promoters?o
ACU Headquarters, Wood Street,
Rugby CV21 2YX
Telephone: 01788 560648 Fax: 01788 546785
E-mail: office@britishspeedway.plus.com

FIM T International and World Championship events.
Regulations for International meetings and the track standards
required are laid down by the world governing body:
Federation Internationale Motorclisme
11, route Suisse,
1295 Mies, Switzerland,
Telephone: 0041 22 950 9500

HSE Books, PO Box 1999
Sudbury, Suffolk CO10 6FS
Telephone: 01787 881165 or from any good bookseller
Health & Safety at Motor Sports Events - HSE booklet. 1999 ISBN 07176 0705 4
Managing crowds safely - HSG 154 books 1996 ISBN 07176 1180 9
A guide to safety at sports grounds - HMSO 1992 ISBN 0 11 341001 8
Available from:
The Publications Centre,
PO Box 276

London SW8 5DT
Telephone 0171 873 9090
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Useful Addresses

INFLATABLE FENCES

Airtek Safety Ltd

26 Doman Road
Camberley

Surrey

GU15 3DF

Tel: 01252-360550
Fax: 01252-623665

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkhkkhhkhkkhkkhkkkkkk

No Pain Barriers (Tony Briggs)
Tel: UK 0121-286-8661
USA +1-949-273-1950
Mobile: UK 07768-438233
e-mail: t.briggs@nopainbarriers.com

FENCING MATERIALS

Tinsley Wire Ltd.,

PO Box 119

Shepcote Lane

Sheffield

S9 1TY

Tel: 0114 256 1561

Fax: 0114 261 1055

e-mail: lomas_darryl @twil.bekaert.com

*kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

Hy-Ten Weld Mesh Company

Unit 1 Dunstall Hill Trading Estate
Gorsebrook Road

Wolverhampton

WV6 0PJ

Tel: 0800-037-1509 & 01902-712200
Fax: 01902-714096

Web: www.hy-ten.co.uk

e-mail: sales@wolves.hy-ten.co.uk
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APPENDIX A

TRACK MEASUREMENTS - SPEEDWAY
(Radius of bends to length of straights - metres)
Examples but not compulsory
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APPENDIX A.1

DANGEROUS PARTS OF THE FENCE

Pits gate
preferably’
here

=

No gate should be
located at any part
of the track where
the drivers may be
expected to rids
near to the fance

aer gt

or here

T
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